
Student Name: ____________________________  Adult Signature: ________________________ 
 
Instructions: Interview (out load) an adult in your home or community to see how much he or she 
knows about your neighborhood watershed and fill in the responses below. If the adult you are talking 
to answers any questions incorrectly, you should then explain the correct answer. Then hand this 
paper to the same adult and ask him or her to interview you using the questions on the other side. 

1.  Ask an adult these questions: 
 
1. What’s the name of our neighborhood?_________________________________________  
 
2. In our neighborhood, where does rainwater go after it flows into a storm drain or ditch? 
 ___I don’t know  
 ___Directly to a creek/lake/river/sound  

___To a sewage treatment plant 
___Other (fill in)_______________________

 
3. In many Seattle neighborhoods rainwater that goes into storm drains goes directly to a creek, river, 
or lake. Is this a problem? (Check more than one, if you’d like.) 
 ___Yes, rainwater can pickup and carry harmful contaminants left on streets, roads, and in yards 
 ___No, rainwater coming from roadways is not really that dirty 

___Yes, even moderately heavy rains can flood and damage water bodies within a city, due to the 
abundance of impervious surface 

 
4. Please respond to the following statement: I believe that the actions I take in and around my home 
can have an impact on the health of Seattle’s creeks, lakes, and Puget Sound. Check one. 
 ___Strongly agree 
 ___Agree 
 ___No opinion  

___Disagree 
___Strongly disagree 

  
5. Which of the following would you be willing to do to help reduce your impact on Seattle’s creeks, 
lakes, and Puget Sound? (Circle as many as you’d like or add your own ideas to the blank boxes.) 
 

Take my car to a carwash 
Drive less, walk and/or bike 
more 

Clean up after my pet, every 
time, even in the backyard 

Volunteer at a local creek 
clean-up or tree planting 

Check my car for fluid leaks 
and fix them 

Care for my lawn or garden 
with natural products 

Learn more about how my 
choices can cause pollution 
www.pugetsoundstartshere.org  

Talk to my friends about 
pollution in Puget Sound 

 

Create your own action:   

 
 
Thank you! Now it is your turn to ask your student about what he or she learned about Puget Sound.   

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/


This student watched a video at school about Puget Sound. Please fill in the student’s responses to the 
following questions on this side of the sheet and then have them return it to their teacher with your 
signature.  
2. Ask the student these questions: 

 
1. What is a watershed? 
 ___A shed in which water is stored for a home 
 ___A small house near a storm drain 
 ___The area of land where rain and surface water flow to a body of water 
 
2. What watershed do you live in? 
 ___I don’t live in a watershed 
 ___Washington State Watershed 

___The Mississippi River Watershed 

___The Puget Sound Watershed 
_______________ Creek Watershed 
___Other (fill in)_________________ 

 
3. What are impervious surfaces? 
 ___ Soft surfaces—like forest floors or meadows—that water can pass easily through 
 ___Hard surfaces—like roof- tops, roads, or parking lots—that water cannot pass easily through 

___Surfaces—either hard or soft— that dogs use as secret hiding places to bury their treats  
 ___Any surface in a watershed 
 
4. List three things that people do that can harm Puget Sound?  
 1)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 2)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 3)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What does “Puget Sound Starts Here” mean? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What you will do differently now that you know that Puget Sound is in trouble. In the table below, 
please circle the actions you pledge to take (from now on) in order to reduce your impact on the 
watershed you live in.  
 

Make a poster about pollution 
and ask an adult to hang it up 

Drive less, walk and/or bike 
more 

Clean up after my pet, every 
time, even in the backyard 

Volunteer at a local creek 
clean-up or tree planting 

Tell someone that “Puget 
Sound Starts Here” and what 
that means 

Pick up litter 

Learn more about pollution at 
www.pugetsoundstartshere.org  

Stencil a storm drain 
Post, text or tweet so that 
more people will understand 

 

Thank you for your time...!  This project was funded in part by a grant from the Washington State 
Department of Ecology.  For more information please contact Beth.miller@seattle.gov. 

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/

